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FIFA AFC

BY E-MAIL

Iragi Football Association (IFA)
Mr Mohammed Farhan Obaid
General Secretary

E-mail: info@ifa.ig
16 August 2025

Situation of the Iraqi Football Association
Dear General Secretary,

We refer to the various communications and complaints recently received from the Iraqi
Football Association (IFA) and several members of its Executive Committee over the past
weeks concerning the ongoing electoral processes at the level of the IFA and its Members.

Following a thorough assessment of the documents and information provided, including
correspondence, complaints, and clarifications from the IFA and other stakeholders, FIFA and
the AFC have taken note of the serious concerns raised regarding the functioning,
composition, and independence of the Electoral Committee and the Electoral Appeals
Committee, as well as the conduct of certain electoral processes.

In addition, FIFA and the AFC wish to remind the IFA of the importance of ensuring that the
results of the elections of the Regional Associations and other IFA Members are conducted
properly, and that all Members of the IFA must be able to manage their affairs in an
independent manner. In accordance with Article 16 of the IFA Statutes, Members of the IFA
have the following obligations: to ensure the election of their decision-making bodies every
four years; to manage their affairs independently and ensure that their own affairs are not
influericed by any third parties; and to ensure that their bodies are either elected or appointed
according to a procedure that guarantees the complete independence of the election or
appointment. These principles must be fully respected at all times.

In light of these circumstances, and in order to safeguard the integrity and proper conduct of
the IFA's electoral process, we hereby request that the IFA immediately suspend, until further
notice, the currently ongoing electoral process leading to the election of the IFA Executive
Committee scheduled to take place during the IFA Extraordinary Elective Congress of 16
September 2025.

FIFA and the AFC will organise a joint Fact-Finding Mission to Iraq during the month of
September 2025. This mission will include meetings with all relevant parties, including the IFA

FIFA AFC

Executive Committee, the IFA administration, and all elected members of both Electoral
Committees. The purpose of this mission will be to obtain a full and accurate understanding
of the current situation.

Following the conclusion of the mission, FIFA and the AFC will communicate the appropriate
next steps and guidance to ensure that the electoral process in Iraq is conducted in full
compliance with the applicable statutes and regulations, and with the principles of good
governance, transparency, and integrity.

The exact dates of the mission will be confirmed shortly, in order to allow for the necessary
logistical and organisational arrangements to be made.

We thank you in advance for your cooperation and assistance in facilitating the work of the
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FIFA/AFC mission.

Yours sincerely,

FIFA

-

ﬂ/
Elkhan Mammadov
Chief Member Associations Officer

AFC

S

Vahid Kardany
Deputy General Secretary - Member
Associations
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